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         Knowing and sharing God’s love	   
   Sunday 7th December 2025 – 2nd Sunday of Advent  
Welcome to St Paul’s. If you are visiting for the first     time, please sign the visitors’ book at the back of the church. You are welcome to take the newsletter home   and please stay for coffee, tea and a chat after the service.  
TODAY – Sunday 7th December 2025 10:00 am – Holy Eucharist 







1st Reading: Isaiah 11.1-10
Psalm: Psalm 72.1-7,18,19
Response:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be forever. Amen  
2nd Reading: Romans 15.4-13   
Gospel: Matthew 3.1-12 
 HYMNS: 35,142,325,298  
THE COLLECT (The Prayer of the Day)
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come
among us, and with great might succour us;
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
we are grievously hindered in running the race that is
set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the
Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now and for ever.
 All: Amen.   

UP COMING EVENTS This WEEK 
Tuesday - Youth Café 12.30-14.30pm  
 Evelina Nursery Christmas show at 3pm                
Wednesday – Bible study 11am-1pm
Friday – Christmas assembly at Links Primary School at 9am.
Next Sunday – 14th December 3rd Advent Sunday 
1st Reading: Isaiah 35.1-10
Psalm 146.4-10   
2nd Reading: James 5.7-10
Matthew 11.2-11
Hymns – 27,24,30,484



          Verse of the week
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;   from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—   the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,   the Spirit of counsel and of might,  the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. Isaiah 11.1-3                          

OUR PRAYERS:   
For those affected by conflict and war.   
For peacemakers and give wisdom and compassion to the leaders of the nations.   
For those who are sick and in need, particularly:   
Helen Long, Jill Simmons, Ros Mand, Inez Newson,  Rose McFoy, Jimi Shatimehin, Joseph Ankrah, Natasha Connell, Ina Williams, Erica Simpson, Lola and Tracy Simpson and all who are in pain and struggling, asking for prayers.
For those whose birthday is in December –Helen Long, Simon Nunn, Malcolm Baker. 
For those who mourn the loss of loved ones. For the faithful departed especially and those whose Year’s Mind falls within this coming week. Rest eternal, grant them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them. Amen.  

Foodbank – items needed- 
Cooking oil (small 500ml bottles) · Tinned Corned Beef/chicken meals · Jam · Tinned chickpeas / kidney beans / lentils, Tinned veggie meals (eg Macaroni cheese) · Tinned veg (peas, carrots, sweetcorn)
· Instant Mash · Fruit juice/squash
· Toothbrushes & Toothpaste (adult & kids)
· Savoury snacks (crackers, cheese straws, crisps)
· Sweet snacks (biscuits, chocolate)

Looking Ahead –   
Sunday 14th December -Community Carol Service at St
James at 7pm  
Wednesday 24th December – Christmas eve service at St Pauls at 11pm
Thursday 25th December – Christmas day service at St Paul’s at 10am
Sunday 28th December – Joint service at St Paul

Around the Diocese
Letter from Bishop Christopher
	

			


To all who hold my licence or permission, and to the faithful

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
 
As we begin the Church’s year and the wonderful season of Advent, so full of promise and hope, I share with you that His Majesty The King has graciously consented to my request to retire on my seventieth birthday in August next year. I have had the privilege of serving this Diocese for over twenty years in two episcopal roles, and of sharing the cure of souls with the many excellent clergy who hold my licence. I am mindful of all that you have given generously and sacrificially, as clergy and lay people, to strengthen partnerships in the Gospel in the parishes and ministries to which you have been called. I thank God for you daily, and ask for your prayers in these concluding months.
 
I shall be nominating Bishop Rosemarie as Acting Bishop of Southwark, to work with the Diocesan College of Bishops. A year ago when I was convalescing, greatly encouraged by your prayers and good will, Bishop Rosemarie convened the College of Bishops with authority and grace in an uncertain time. I ask for prayers for her during the Vacancy in See, and also for my esteemed colleagues Bishop Martin and Bishop Alastair. I shall hand the Diocesan crozier to Bishop Rosemarie at my final service at Southwark Cathedral on Saturday 18 July 2026 at 12 noon and I am confident that she will lead a senior team that is well prepared for this change – it is a brilliant and effective team.
 
During my time in Southwark I have very much enjoyed leading diocesan and co-leading ecumenical pilgrimages, particularly to the Holy Land. In recent years I have a very strong sense of how important the reality and metaphor of journey and pilgrimage is in the Christian Faith. It is the Way, as we seek together to understand God’s loving purposes for us, to speak well of each other, and to honour our Baptism and participation in Christ.
 
I have a heartfelt desire, God willing, to continue to serve Christ’s Church, but my own personal sense of pilgrimage is captured in Walter Raleigh’s poem, ‘The Passionate Man’s Pilgrimage’:
 
Give me my scallop shell of quiet,
My staff of faith to walk upon,
My scrip of joy, immortal diet,
My bottle of salvation,
My gown of glory, hope’s true gage,
And thus I’ll take my pilgrimage.
 
It has been a privilege to make my pilgrimage with you over these years. You have been hearty companions. I am confident that in God’s providence there will be joy and sustenance for each and every Southwark pilgrim in the faithful years to come, the Lord himself being our helper.
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			The Bishop of Southwark, The Rt Revd Christopher Chessun










1ST READING: Isaiah 11.1-10 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
 from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—  the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  the Spirit of counsel and of might,  the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,  or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. e will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.
Second Reading: Romans 15.4-13  
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews[a] on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Gospel: Matthew 3.1-12
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’” John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  
Associate Vicar: Rev. Belemo Alagoa   
Tel: Mobile: 07410933474   
Email: revbelemostpaul1926@gmail.com   
Reader & Churchwarden: Graham Connell   
Tel: 020 8671 0481      
Safeguarding: Carol Nichols - Mobile: 0777 594 2376  PCC Secretary: Joan Poole -  Mobile: 07913 346 202 Church Office: Welham Road, London, SW17 9BT Website:  www.stpaulsfurzedown.co.uk  
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